
      

PORTUGAL  &  MOROCCO 

March 3, 2017 - 21 Days 

Fares Per Person:  
$7795 double/twin  

$8780 single 
 

> Please add 0.3% GST. 

Early Bookers: $300 discount on first 8 seats; $150 on next 4 

> Experience Points: Earn 153 points from this tour.  

  Redeem 153 points if you book by December 1.  

Includes  
 Coach transportation from Okanagan Valley,       

Kamloops & Salmon Arm to / from Vancouver 

 Flight from Vancouver to Lisbon, Portugal  

 Current air transport tax, security fees and fuel 

surcharges 

 Coach transportation for 18 days 

 19 nights accommodation and hotel taxes 

 Locally-guided tour of Lisbon 

 Walking visit to the old Alfama Quarter 

 Day tour to Sintra with National Palace 

 Cabo da Roca 

 Day tour to Obidos with walking tour 

 Alcobaca Abbey and Santa Maria Monastery 

 Catholic Shrine of Our Lady 

 Locally-guided tour of Seville, Spain 

 Seville Cathedral and La Giralda Tower 

 Alcazar Palace and Gardens  

 Day tour to Cordoba with visit to Mosque 

 Fast ferry across Strait of Gibraltar to Tangiers 

 Walking tour of the medinah, walled city, souks 

and markets 

 Tour of Meknes with Bab al Mansour Gate 

 Golden Gates of the Royal Palace in Fez 

 Jeep and camel trip into Sahara Desert to 

watch the sunrise from a sand dune 

 Todra Gorge 

 Kasbah Ait Benhaddou 

 Tour of Marrakech with Menara Gardens, 

Minaret of Koutoubia and Bahia Palace 

 Tour of Casablanca 

 Grand Mosque Hassan II 

 Flight from Casablanca to Vancouver  

 Knowledgeable Wells Gray tour director 

 Multilingual tour guide for 9 days in Portugal 

and Spain 

 Bilingual tour guide for 9 days in Morocco 

 Luggage handling at hotels 

 Road and bridge tolls  

 Morocco border fee 

 Gratuities to European guide, Moroccan guide, 

local guides, and coach drivers 

 54 meals: 19 breakfasts, 17 lunches & 18 dinners 



Tour director & guides: A Wells Gray tour director accompanies you throughout the tour. All tour 

arrangements in Portugal, Spain and Morocco are handled by a British tour company that has arranged 

several previous Wells Gray tours to Europe. A multilingual tour guide meets you at Lisbon Airport and 

travels with you to the Morocco ferry terminal at Algeciras, then a bilingual guide meets you in Tangiers, 

Morocco, to conduct the rest of the tour. In addition, knowledgeable local guides are with you for the city 

tours. You will be expertly guided and well looked after! 

Passport and Visa: A passport is necessary for this tour and must be valid for six months after your departure 

from Morocco (September 22, 2017). If you do not have a passport or need to renew it, please visit a 

Service Canada office and allow at least one month for processing. A Canadian citizen does not require a 

visa to enter Portugal, Spain and Morocco.  

Fare and tour changes: As this tour has been planned 7 months in advance, changes to air taxes, 

departure fees and other costs (either up or down) could occur, in which case the tour fare will be 

adjusted. Please note that with the current volatile fuel costs, the airline can add a fuel surcharge any 

time, even after your final payment, and we must collect those extra costs from you. Hotels named in the 

itinerary could change, but substitute accommodation will be of similar or better quality. It is possible that 

exchange fluctuations between the Canadian dollar and the Euro could affect the fare, in which case 

you will be notified of the increase or decrease.  

Singles: In Europe and Morocco, rooms for singles are often smaller than rooms for twins.  

Activity Level: Due to the historic nature of some attractions, it may be necessary to climb stairs, 

walk on uneven surfaces and walk up to a kilometre at an easy pace. Rooms in some hotels may 

be reached by some stairs after riding the elevator. Sometimes the coach cannot drive all the 

way to an attraction. There can be longer walks in the airports so you should request a cart or 

wheelchair in advance if this could be an issue for you. If you are not able to participate in Activity Level 2, 

Wells Gray Tours recommends that you bring a companion to assist you. The tour director, local guides, 

and drivers have many responsibilities, so please do not expect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide 

ongoing assistance.  Please consider these mobility issues prior to booking this tour.  

Gratuities: The customary gratuities to the Europe and Morocco guides and drivers, and the local city 

guides are included in the tour fare. The gratuities to the Wells Gray tour director and Canadian drivers are 

not included and are left to your discretion.  

Important Tour Information: This information letter will be provided at final payment and will include many 

helpful details about your tour.  

Tour Notes 

 This tour offers a unique combination of famous cities, historical attractions, sunny beaches, and 

exotic Morocco. 

 Portugal is the cradle of world exploration because, starting in the 15th century, its captains and 

ships fanned out across the Atlantic to colonize new lands. Be awed by the centuries of history in Lisbon, 

Sintra and Obidos. Stand on the westernmost point of Europe and gaze out to the Atlantic. Relax on the 

beaches of the famous Algarve.  

 Southern Spain and Morocco are bound together by a chapter of history that lasted for more than 

500 years. Within a few decades of the death of the Prophet Mohammed, the cavalry armies of his heirs 

had galloped along the North African coast, subduing the Berber tribes of Morocco and sweeping through 

Spain. Witness their rich legacy on both sides of the Strait of Gibraltar. History has also left its mark here in 

striking contrast with modern features.  

 In the northwest corner of Africa lies the Kingdom of Morocco, one of the most exotic countries in 

the world and a “must-see” destination for the international traveller. On this unique itinerary, experience 

the best of Morocco from the northern green belt with cities like Casablanca and Fez, to the oases of 

Marrakech and Ouarzazate, the rugged Atlas Mountains, and the intriguing shopping in souks. A highlight is 

riding a camel to a tall sand dune, then watching the sun rise over the vast expanse of the Sahara Desert. 

THE  FASCINATION  OF  PORTUGAL,  SPAIN  &  MOROCCO 



Friday, March 3:   Meals: D 

We travel by coach to Vancouver and stay over-

night at the Fairmont Hotel in the airport.  

 

Saturday, March 4:   Meals: B 

The morning is free time and our flight departs in 

mid-afternoon.   

 

Sunday, March 5:    Meals: D 

The flight arrives in Europe in late morning, then  

we continue to Lisbon, Portugal. We meet our 

European guide and driver, and go to Hotel Fenix 

Lisboa for a stay of four nights. This 4-star hotel has 

a great location on Marquês de Pombar Square, 

overlooking the beautiful Edward VII Park.  

 

Monday, March 6:   Meals: B,L,D 

A full-day tour of Lisbon highlights is planned. We  

start in the Belem Quarter, visiting the Tower of 

Belem, the Monument to the Discoveries, and the 

impressive Monastery of Jerónimos. All these struc-

tures celebrate the Golden Age of the Portuguese 

Discoveries, which began in the 15th century. 

Driving to the opposite side of the city, we visit the 

downtown area, including the busy Rossio Square 

and the Comercio Square beside the Tagus river. 

A walking tour of the old Alfama Quarter winds 

through its narrow and tortuous streets. 

 

Tuesday, March 7:   Meals: B,L,D 

We drive to Sintra, a UNESCO World Heritage  

village in the Serra da Sintra Mountains, noted for 

its many 19th century Romantic architectural mon-

uments. We visit the National Palace which served 

as the summer residence for the Royal Family 

starting in the 1850s. Next is Cabo da Roca, the 

westernmost point of continental Europe where 

you can gaze out across the vast Atlantic Ocean. 

During the return to Lisbon, we pass the popular 

seaside resorts of Cascais and Estoril. 

 

Wednesday, March 8:   Meals: B,L,D 

We travel north from Lisbon to Obidos, a town of 

medieval architecture with a fortified wall. A walk-

ing tour follows winding cobblestone streets past 

carefully preserved buildings dating to the 15th 

century. In Alcobaça, we visit its beautiful 12th 

century Cistercian abbey. We continue to Nazaré, 

a picturesque fishing village, with narrow streets 

busy with fishermen and women wearing typical 

multi-coloured costumes. In the afternoon, we 

stop at the Monastery of Santa María da Vitoria, a 

masterpiece of Portuguese Gothic "Manueline" 

architecture. Our last stop is the Catholic Shrine of 

Our Lady of Fatima, then we return to Lisbon.  

 

Thursday, March 9:   Meals: B,L,D 

We leave Lisbon, heading south to the famous 

resort of the Algarve. Its sandy beaches attract 

millions of tourists each year. In Faro, we stay two 

nights at the Hotel Jupiter next to the beach. 

 

Friday, March 10:   Meals: B,L,D 

This is a free day to stroll the beach, soak up some 

sunshine, or browse the boutiques.  

 

Saturday, March 11:    Meals: B,L,D 

We cross the border from Portugal into Spain via 

the lofty cable-stayed Guadiana River bridge. Our 

destination is Seville, a two-hour drive this morn-

ing. The afternoon is leisure time. We stay three 

nights at Hotel Hesperia. 

 

Sunday, March 12:    Meals: B,L,D 

Our morning tour includes a visit to the massive 

Seville Cathedral, world’s largest Gothic structure 

with its notable La Giralda Tower and the tomb of 

Christopher Columbus. Other sights are Alcazar, 

the palace built by King Pedro in the 1360s, the 

pools and fountains of Maria Luisa Park, Plaza de 

Espana, and the Gold Tower. We stroll along the 

narrow lanes of the charming Santa Cruz Quarter.  

 

Monday, March 13:    Meals: B,L,D 

We spend the day in Córdoba visiting its re-

nowned Mosque, second largest in the world, and 

its inner Cathedral with Naranjos Patio; the Jewish 

Quarter with its quaint narrow streets; and the 

Statue of Jewish Maimónides. We also walk across  

the Roman Bridge over the Guadalquivir River, 

built in the 1st century. 

 

Tuesday, March 14:    Meals: B,L,D 

Get ready to leave Europe for Africa! We board 

the fast ferry at Algeciras to cross the Strait of 

Gibraltar to Tangiers in the Kingdom of Morocco. 

After passing immigration, we meet our Moroccan 

guide who is with us for the next nine days. A city 

tour visits the medina, a walled part of the old 

city; a souk and typical markets. Later we visit  the 

Spartel Cape and the Caves of Hercules. We stay 

overnight at the Hilton Garden Inn. 

 

Wednesday, March 15:  Meals: B,L,D 

We leave the coast and head south into the Rif 

Mountains. The charming town of Chefchouen has 

white houses with blue painted doors. After lunch, 

we continue to the first Imperial City, Meknes, 

founded by Sultan Moulay Ismail in the 17th centu-

ry, where we see the ornate Bab Al Mansour 

Gate. We stay two nights in nearby Fez at Hotel 

Pickalbatross Royal Mirage.   

Itinerary 



Thursday, March 16:   Meals: B,L,D 

Fez was founded in 807 and is considered the 

most complete medieval town of the Arabic 

world. A highlight is Fes-el Bali, Morocco’s largest 

medina, consisting of a labyrinth of narrow alleys 

and highlighted by the Fountain Nejjarine. We 

also drive through the Mellah and view the mag-

nificent Golden Gates of the Royal Palace. A tour 

of a leather sewing shop is included.  

 

Friday, March 17:   Meals: B,L,D 

We leave the cultivated land and ascend into the 

Atlas Mountains, driving through the fertile Valley 

of Saiss, past terraced Berber villages with splen-

did views of the desert and farmlands. Lunch is in 

Ifrane, a picturesque ski resort. Beyond the moun-

tains is the vast expanse of the legendary Sahara 

Desert. In the remote town of Erfoud, we stay at 

Hotel Kasbah Xaluca.  

 

Saturday, March 18:   Meals: B,L,D 

Today is a highlight of our Morocco tour. We leave 

the hotel long before dawn and travel with four-

wheel drive vehicles to Merzouga on the edge of 

the Sahara Desert. At the end of the road, we 

climb onto camels and ride to a huge sand dune 

to watch the sun rise over the world’s greatest 

desert with constantly changing colours and light-

ing. The Sahara covers 9.3 million square km and 

stretches across northern Africa from the Red Sea 

nearly to the Atlantic Ocean. Less than an inch of 

rain falls on average each year in half the desert 

and in some parts there has been no rain for 

years. Back at the hotel and on our coach, we 

drive to the Tineghir Oasis, a parklike strip 30 km 

long by 1.5 km wide at the foot of the Atlas Moun-

tains which is home to over 30,000 people. Next is 

one of Morocco’s most impressive natural sights, 

the Todra Gorge, 300 metres deep and 10 metres 

across at its narrowest point. We continue through 

the Dades Valley, nicknamed “Valley of the Thou-

sand Kashbahs” for its splendid and noble fortress-

es, and the "Roses Valley", named for the intense 

scent from the cultivation of roses. We stay over-

night in Ouarzazate at Hotel Kenzi Azghor.   

 

Sunday, March 19:   Meals: B,L,D 

First, we visit Kasbah Ait Benhaddou, a World Herit-

age Site where many movies have been filmed, 

such as Sodom and Gomorrah, Jewel of the Nile 

and Gladiator, and the TV series Game of Thrones.   

In the afternoon, we cross the Atlas Mountains 

again, climbing to 2,200 metres at Tizi-n-Tichka 

Pass. On the other side, we descend into Marra-

kech and stay two nights at Hotel Atlas Medina.  

 

Monday, March 20:   Meals: B,L,D 

A full-day sightseeing tour of Marrakech explores 

this oasis in the desert fringed with palm trees. 

Founded in 1070, the city now has a population of 

about one million. Highlights are the Djemaa del 

Fna Square with its acrobats, jugglers and snake 

charmers; the Menara Gardens, the majestic 

Minaret of Koutoubia, and the splendid Bahia 

Palace. You can bargain at the souks afterwards 

and relax by the pool in the late afternoon.  

 

Tuesday, March 21:   Meals: B,L,D 

We head to the Atlantic coast and Casablanca. 

First stop is the awesome Grand Mosque Hassan II 

with its 75-metre minaret. We also see the United 

Nations Square, Boulevard Mohammed V, and 

the Anfa Quarter. It is unlikely that this modern 

seaport will remind you of the 1942 Academy 

Award film Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart 

and Ingrid Bergman because the entire film was 

shot in a Hollywood studio. We spend our last 

night in Morocco at the Hotel Kenzi Basma.   

 

Wednesday, March 22:  Meals: B 

We fly from Casablanca to Vancouver with con-

nections, and stay overnight at the Fairmont YVR.  

  
Thursday, March 23:   Meals: B,L 

We travel home along the Coquihalla Highway.  

Tour Policies  
Payments: A deposit of $800 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due December 1, 2016. 

Discounts: Early bookers receive $300 discount on first 8 seats and $150 on next 4 seats for booking early with deposit. The discount is not 

offered after December 1.   

Cancellation Policy: Up to November 1, your tour payments will be refunded less an administrative charge of $50 per person. From No-

vember 2 to December 1, the cancellation charge is $500 per person. From December 2 to December 29, the cancellation charge is 40% 

of tour fare. From December 30, 2016, to February 1, 2017, the cancellation charge is 70% of tour fare. After February 1, there is no refund.  

Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by Travel Guard. 

Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause for medical and cancellation claims, otherwise policies 

can be purchased no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details.  

Tour 25: This is a Tour 25 departure, meaning capacity of tour is limited to 25 participants or less, a more intimate travel experience. 

Photo credit:  Morocco National Tourist Office 

Experience Points: This tour earns 153 points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points. One point equals $1. 

Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Redemptions offered until December 1.  

 Consumer Protection BC Licences: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924 


