
 

SAN  JUAN  ISLANDS  CRUISE 
Small ship cruising on the Viking Star 

September 8, 2015  -  5 Days 

Fares Per Person:  
$1525 double/twin  

$1850 single 
$1440 triple 
Tour is exempt from GST. 
 
> > > > Early Bookers: $80 discount on first 8 seats; $40 on next 6 
> > > > TIC Travel Insurance: Plan 3-Comprehensive  

          $145 double/twin, $176 single, $137 triple  

Includes Includes Includes Includes     
• Coach transportation to/from Bellingham dock  

• 4 nights accommodation and hotel taxes 

• 3 days of cruising on the Viking Star 

• Gratuity for Viking Star crew 

• Transfers from Friday Harbor dock to/from motel 

• Tour of Rosario estate with organ concert 

• Walking tours of Roche Harbor and Sucia Island 

• Knowledgeable tour director 

• Luggage handling at hotels 

• 10 meals: 4 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 2 dinners 

Experience Points: Earn 37 e-points 

 

The 60-foot long Viking Star was designed and built by Con Youngquist of Seattle. She was launched in 1978 

as a sport fishing and sightseeing vessel. Framed of oak and planked with Honduras mahogany, the Viking 

Star is heavily built and has comfortable interior seating for 38 passengers. She is equipped with two 

restrooms and galley, and the bridge is fully-equipped with all the latest navigation instruments. The size of 

the Viking Star is an advantage because she can cruise through many narrow channels that are 

impassable to larger ships. From the mid-1980s to 2000, the Viking Star specialized in multi-day sightseeing 

cruises in the San Juan Islands and the hospitality of the McDonald family was legendary. After 2006, the 

Viking Star was moored in LaConner and was unused for several years. In fall 2009, she was acquired by 

Captain Drew Schmidt of San Juan Cruises and refurbished. She has now started a second career of scenic 

cruises among the San Juan Islands.  

Note: This tour is limited to 30 people for extra comfort on the Viking Star. Early booking is recommended.  

Motor Yacht Viking StarMotor Yacht Viking StarMotor Yacht Viking StarMotor Yacht Viking Star    

Redeem Experience Points: Book by July 22 and redeem up to 37 e-points 



Tuesday, September 8:   Meals: L,D 
We travel the Coquihalla Highway and cross the 

border at Sumas. Near Bellingham, we stay over-

night at the Silver Reef Hotel & Casino.  
 

Wednesday, September 9:   Meals: B,L 
We board the Viking Star in Bellingham at 9:30. 

The San Juan Islands are an archipelago of 172 
islands. Explored in 1791 by the Spanish expedition 

of Francisco de Eliza, these islands are rich with 

history, and the captain and crew tell entertaining 

tales of discovery, smuggling and war. After clear-

ing Bellingham Bay, we explore the southern end 

of the San Juan group. We cruise past Burrows 

Island lighthouse, as well as points of interest with 

names like Iceberg Point, Deadman’s Island, and 

Cattle Pass. The captain plans the cruise route to 

Friday Harbor based on current weather condi-

tions and wildlife reports, arriving about 4 pm. 

Friday Harbor got its name from Joseph Poalie 

Friday, a native Hawaiian man who worked at the 

Hudson Bay Company’s farm from 1841 to 1859. 

From the dock, we drive to the Earthbox Inn and 
Spa for a two-night stay.   

 

Thursday, September 10:   Meals: B,L 
Breakfast is served on board as we cruise north in 

San Juan Channel to our first stop of the day, 

historic Roche Harbor. It was established in 1886 as 

the company town of the Roche Harbor Lime 

Works. The classic Hotel de Haro is still open today 

and is listed on the National Historic Register. There 

is time for a walk around on your own, or join the 

crew for a guided tour. Back on board at noon, 

we explore the central areas of the San Juan 

Islands, while searching for wildlife including Orca 

and Minke Whales. Lunch is an old fashioned 

Cracked Crab Feast. Our afternoon stop is at  

famous Rosario Estate on Orcas Island. We are 

met by Christopher Peacock, accomplished 

musician, author and Rosario historian, who offers 

a presentation of music and photography about 

the history of the Moran family and Rosario. He 

demonstrates the mansion’s 1,972-pipe Aeolian 

organ using music from Phantom of the Opera 

and plays one of his own original compositions on 

the 1900 Steinway Grand Piano. Leaving Rosario, 

we enjoy a sunset cruise with wine tasting during 

the return to Friday Harbor.  

 

Friday, September 11:    Meals: B,L,D 
During breakfast on board, the captain steers for 

the north end of the San Juans, while searching 

for more Orca Whales, Bald Eagles, Harbor Seals, 

Dall’s Porpoise, Minke Whales, sea birds and other 

magnificent wildlife. Our destination is unique, 

horseshoe-shaped Sucia Island State Park. The 
reefs and broken shorelines of the island are from 

a geologic folding of the Earth’s crust which has 

brought many interesting marine fossils to the 

surface. Some good examples can be found on 

the southeast arm of Sucia Island at Fossil Bay. On 

arrival, we enjoy a freshly-prepared picnic on the 

beach. After lunch, we take a short hike through 

the forest and along the shoreline to admire some 

stunning views of Puget Sound. Then we continue 

on the final leg of our voyage, taking us through 

narrow channels and past scenic islands, and we 

dock in Bellingham about 4 pm. We stay over-

night again at the Silver Reef.  

 

Saturday, September 12:   Meals: B 

There are shopping stops at Bellis Fair Mall and 
the Duty-Free Store at Sumas, then we follow the 

Coquihalla to Kamloops and the Okanagan.  

 

Tour Policies Tour Policies Tour Policies Tour Policies     
Payments: A deposit of $200 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due July 22, 2015. 

Discounts: Early bookers receive $80 discount on first 8 seats and $40 on next 6 seats for booking early with deposit. The discount is not 

offered after July 22.   

Cancellation Policy: Up to July 22, your tour payments will be refunded less an administrative charge of $50 per person. From July 23  

to August 7, the cancellation charge is 40% of the tour fare. From August 8 to August 21, the cancellation charge is 70% of the tour 

fare. After August 21, there is no refund.  

Fare Changes:  Changes to taxes, exchange and surcharges from tour suppliers can occur at any time and are beyond the control of 

Wells Gray Tours, therefore Wells Gray Tours reserves the right to increase fares due to such changes up until the time of departure.  

TIC Insurance: In addition to Plan 3-Comprehensive, plans are available for Trip Cancellation & Interruption only and Extended Medi-

cal Coverage only. Policies can be purchased no later than at final payment.  

Photo credit:  San Juan Cruises  
Diet Requests: Due to the compact galley on Viking Star, meals with special diet requests of any kind cannot be provided.  

Activity Level: Light activity including short distances to walk and some steps, mainly on docks and the Viking Star. At low tide, 

ramps to the docks can be very steep. Assistance cannot be expected from the tour director, boat crew or fellow passengers.  

e-points: This tour earns 37 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or e-points. 1 e-point 

equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Redemptions offered until July 22.  

 Travel Wholesaler License: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924 

ItineraryItineraryItineraryItinerary    


