
     MONTREAL  TO  FLORIDA  CRUISE 

Cruise on Rotterdam  in the Maritimes & along Atlantic Coast 
October 11, 2018 - 19  Days  

Fares Per Person: based on double/twin 
$7,320 Inside Category L  

$7,635 Outside Category EE 

$10,895 Verandah Category B 
> Please add 0.8% GST.  

> Other categories available along with single fares. 

Early Bookers: $250 discount on first 15 seats; $125 on next 10 

> Experience Points: Earn 149 points from this tour.  

  Redeem 149 points if you book by June 27.  

Includes  
• Transportation to/from Victoria airport 

• Flight from Victoria to Montréal 

• Current air transport taxes and security fees 

• 3 nights of hotel accommodation and taxes  

• Transfer from Trudeau Airport to hotel 

• Locally guided tour of Montréal 

• Le Festin du Gouverneur dinner theatre 

• Transfer from Montréal hotel to cruise terminal 

• 15 days on Holland America’s Rotterdam 

• Cruise gratuities ($202) 

• Port charges and cruise taxes ($988) 

• Entertainment and other services on board ship 

• Locally guided tour of Québec City 

• Montmorency Falls cable car 

• Locally guided tour of Charlottetown and Prince 

Edward Island  

• Anne of Green Gables cottage 

• Prince Edward Island National Park fee 

• Locally guided tour of Halifax 

• Maritime Museum of the Atlantic  

• Halifax Citadel National Historic Site 

• Locally guided tour of Boston 

• Guided walking tour of Boston’s Freedom Trail 

• Old North Church and Paul Revere House 

• USS Constitution  

• Locally guided tour of New York City 

• Radio City Music Hall 

• Top of the Rock Observatory 

• Locally guided tour of Charleston, SC 

• Charleston Tea Plantation 

• Locally guided trolley tour of Key West, Florida 

• Butterfly Conservatory 

• Lighthouse Museum 

• East Martello Fort  

• Locally guided tour of Tampa with transportation 

to Tampa Airport 

• Flight from Tampa to Seattle 

• Transportation from Seattle to Victoria  

• Gratuities for local guides and drivers 

• Knowledgeable tour director 

• Luggage handling at hotels and ship 

• 44 meals: 16 breakfasts, 12 lunches, 16 dinners 

 



MS Rotterdam 

 Holland America Line's “Flagship of Excellence,” MS Rotterdam, made her grand entrance into the 

cruising world in 1997. A sister ship to the Amsterdam, the Rotterdam reflects a graceful combination of 

classic and state-of-the-art features, exhibiting wood and deep, vibrant colours for a traditional ship feel. A 

$2 million collection of art and artifacts is showcased throughout the ship. The Rotterdam carries only 1,404 

passengers which is far more intimate than some of the mammoth cruise ships nowadays. Her 10 decks 

feature a 700-seat live entertainment theatre, 5 lounges, casino, duty-free shops, movie theatre, beauty 

shop, library, games room, 12 elevators, Internet centre, spa, whirlpools, and 2 swimming pools (one with 

sliding dome cover).  

 The elegant two-floor dining room serves breakfast, lunch and dinner with full choice of menu. The 

Lido Restaurant offers buffet-style serving stations for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and the 11 pm snack. The 

intimate Pinnacle Grill and the Canaletto Restaurant offer extraordinary service, reserved seating and 

gourmet menus for an extra charge. You can also dine in the privacy of your stateroom by ordering from 

the complimentary room service menu. All meals are culinary delights!  

 Staterooms have twin lower beds (some convert to queen-size double), TV, music, telephone, and 

bathroom with toilet, sink and shower or bathtub. A crew of over 600 ensures top-quality service and enter-

tainment. Every day has a full schedule of optional activities: dance class, bridge, bingo, shuffleboard, 

table-tennis, karaoke, board games, and fitness activities. The Wajang Theatre shows recent movies sever-

al times a day. Every evening, there is live entertainment in the Mainstage Theatre, plus musicians are play-

ing in most lounges.  

Cruise & Tour Notes 
Shore excursions included: On many cruises, shore excursions are a significant additional expense during 

your holiday, yet most people want to do some organized sightseeing in the ports visited. Wells Gray’s 

planners know tour operators in many cities who offer excursions that are independent of the ship’s and 

much less costly. So this cruise includes excursions in most ports: Montreal prior to boarding, Québec City, 

Charlottetown and Prince Edward Island, Halifax, Boston, New York, Charleston, Key West, and Tampa 

after disembarking. The key attractions and local guides are also included.  

Please book early: Holland America has confirmed a block of staterooms for this tour and they are nor-

mally held until three months before sailing (early July 2018). However, any unsold staterooms can be tak-

en away from us at any time when the ship fills. When this has happened before, we had to waitlist disap-

pointed customers, even though we still had seats available on the coaches and planes.   

Dinner reservations: The Rotterdam offers both open dining and fixed dining. Open dining means you can 

go to a restaurant when you are ready with your friends or make a reservation earlier in the day. All Wells 

Gray customers are automatically assigned to open dining by Holland America, but if you prefer to dine 

at the same time with the same people each day, we can request this. The Pinnacle and Canaletto take 

reservations on board and you should do this early in the voyage.  

Activity Level: Light activity most days including short distances to walk and some steps during the 

shore excursions. As we use independent companies for the tours, there may be a walk from the 

ship to the coach parking. The Rotterdam uses tenders for shore access in Bar Harbor and Martha’s 

Vineyard. The coaches used on local tours cannot carry a scooter. There can be longer walks in the 

airports; request a cart or wheelchair in advance if this could be an issue for you. If you think you may 

have difficulty participating in Activity Level 1, Wells Gray Tours recommends that you bring a companion 

to assist you. The tour director, local guides and drivers have many responsibilities, so please do not ex-

pect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide ongoing assistance.   



Thursday, October 11:   

Transfers are provided to Victoria Airport, and we 

fly to Montréal. We stay two nights at the Delta 

Hotel which has a great location in Centre Ville 

near Sherbrooke Street and the subway.  

 

Friday, October 12:     Meals: D 

The morning is free time. The city of Montréal 

awaits! Explore this vibrant centre of French Cana-

dian traditions with a locally guided afternoon 

tour that includes Mount Royal, Old Montréal, Île 

Sainte-Hélène, downtown landmarks, and Olym-

pic Park. Tonight, we enjoy festive dining, revelry 

and entertainment at Le Festin du Gouverneur.  

 

Saturday, October 13:    Meals: L,D 

A transfer is provided from the hotel to the cruise 

terminal. We board the Rotterdam at noon and 

enjoy an embarkation buffet lunch. The afternoon 

is free time to explore the ship and get settled into 

your stateroom. We sail away from Montréal at 4 

pm with a festive farewell deck party as we cruise 

down the St. Lawrence River. After a sumptuous 

dinner, enjoy a lively stage show or one of the 

lounges with music and dancing.  

 

Sunday, October 14:     Meals: B,L,D 

About 6 am, we pass under the twin bridges at 

the narrows of the St. Lawrence River, and dock in 

Québec City. A morning sightseeing tour takes us 

past the Legislative Buildings, the St. Louis Gate 

into this walled city, the Citadel, and along quaint 

narrow cobbled streets. You can be dropped off 

for lunch (on your own) in Le Vieux Québec or 

lunch (included) on board the ship. This afternoon, 

we drive to 83-metre high Montmorency Falls and 

admire stunning views from the cable car and the 

many lookout points. Back on board the Rotter-

dam, we sail away from Québec at 5 pm and 

head down the St. Lawrence River. 

 

Monday, October 15:   Meals: B,L,D  

This is a day at sea, cruising the wide and mighty 

St. Lawrence River and the Gulf of St. Lawrence.    

 

Tuesday, October 16:    Meals: B,L,D  

Charlottetown is the capital of Prince Edward Is-

land and our ship docks here from 8 am to 5 pm. 

An all-day tour includes the sights of Charlotte-

town, Preserve Co. gardens, Cavendish Beach 

lookout, Dunes Gallery, Covehead Lighthouse, 

and Dalvay by the Sea. A highlight is a visit to the 

famous Anne of Green Gables cottage. Lunch is 

included at Fisherman’s Wharf in the tiny fishing 

village of North Rustico.  

Wednesday, October 17:    Meals: B,L,D  

Our port of call is Sydney, Nova Scotia, on Cape 

Breton Island, where we are docked from 8 am to 

4 pm. You may wish to visit the Fortress of Louis-

bourg, the formidable French stronghold of the 

early 18th century, or the Cape Breton Miners' Mu-

seum in Glace Bay and take an underground tour 

of the vast coal mines, or maybe join an excursion 

on the Cabot Trail. You can book these trips in ad-

vance at www.hollandamerica.com or on board 

the ship.  

 

Thursday, October 18:    Meals: B,D  

The Rotterdam arrives at 8 am in Halifax, the capi-

tal of Nova Scotia and largest city of the Mari-

times. A locally-guided full-day tour includes the 

historic waterfront, St. Paul’s Church, the Public 

Gardens, Dalhousie University, and residential are-

as. We walk through Halifax Citadel National    

Historic Site, a fortress perched on the hill over-

looking the city. Nova Scotia’s naval heritage 

comes alive during a visit to the Maritime Museum 

of the Atlantic. The ship sails at 4 pm.  

 

Friday, October 19:     Meals: B,L,D  

Our first USA port of call is Bar Harbor in Maine, 

where we anchor from 8 am to 5 pm. Take a lob-

ster fishing cruise, visit Acadia National Park, or 

simply wander the quaint seaside town.  

 

Saturday, October 20:    Meals: B,D 

At 7 am, we arrive in Boston and a full-day tour is 

included. One of the oldest cities in the USA, Bos-

ton was founded in 1630 by Puritan colonists from 

England. It was the scene of several key events of 

the American Revolution, such as the Boston Mas-

sacre, the Boston Tea Party, the Battle of Bunker 

Hill, and the Siege of Boston. First, there is a driving 

tour including Beacon Hill, Paul Revere House, Old 

North Church, Boston Common, and Massachu-

setts State House. Lunch is on your own in the bus-

tling Quincy Market area. Afterwards, there is a 

leisurely walking tour along a one kilometre sec-

tion of Boston’s Freedom Trail to see Old Granary 

Burying Ground, Old South Meeting House, King’s 

Chapel, and Old State House. The walk ends at 

Faneuil Hall with some free time for exploring on 

your own. Finally, we visit the museum ship USS 

Constitution which was launched in 1797. We re-

turn to the Rotterdam, ready for sailing at 5 pm.  

 

Sunday, October 21:     Meals: B,L,D  

Overnight, we cruise around Cape Cod and an-

chor near Martha’s Vineyard, a large island off the 

south coast of Cape Cod. The island was discov-

Itinerary 



ered by an English explorer, Bartholomew Gos-

nold, and named for either his daughter or his 

mother-in-law. It was settled starting in 1642 and 

became popular as a whaling station. In the late 

19th century, wealthy Americans built summer cot-

tages. After riding the tender ashore to Oak Bluffs, 

you can stroll around the town and admire the 

colourful gingerbread cottages. Island tours can 

be purchased. The Rotterdam departs at 6 pm.  

 

Monday, October 22:    Meals: B,D 

You may want to be on deck early this morning as 

the Rotterdam makes a dramatic entrance into 

New York City’s harbour, under the Verrazano 

Bridge and past the Statue of Liberty. We dock at 

7 am and a locally-guided tour past the iconic 

sights of Manhattan is included — Times Square, 

Rockefeller Center, Empire State Building, United 

Nations, Fifth Avenue, Little Italy, and Central Park.  

Visits to Radio City Music Hall and Top of the Rock 

Observation Deck are included. We sail away 

from New York at 5 pm.  

 

Tuesday, October 23:    Meals: B,L,D 

This is a day at sea, cruising off the Atlantic Coast.  

 

Wednesday, October 24:    Meals: B,L,D 

The Rotterdam docks in Charleston, South Caroli-

na, at 8 am and departs at 5 pm. Charleston be-

came known as “The Holy City” due to the reli-

gious freedom several hundred years ago when 

towering church steeples were a vital landmark to 

guide ship captains into this important harbour. A 

local guide conducts a tour to the Charleston Tea 

Plantation. View acres of breathtaking Camellia 

Sinensis tea plants, learn how tea is made during a 

factory tour, take a trolley ride through the tea 

fields, and help yourself to all the iced tea you 

wish. After lunch, during a driving tour, we see 

centuries-old cobblestone streets, the Military Col-

lege of South Carolina, and antebellum mansions 

along the Battery.  

  

Thursday, October 25:    Meals: B,L,D 

A day at sea.  

 

Friday, October 26:     Meals: B,L,D 

Our last port is Key West, at the far end of the Flori-

da Keys. Our morning guided tour on a trolley in-

cludes Butterfly Conservatory, the Lighthouse Mu-

seum, and East Martello Fort. Ernest Hemingway 

lived in Key West from 1931 to 1939, and our tour 

stops for a photo but the house is very crowded 

on cruise days and you may want to come back 

this afternoon on your own. The Rotterdam is 

docked from 8 am to 5 pm.  

 

Saturday, October 27:    Meals: B,L,D 

We cruise up the west coast of Florida.  

 

Sunday, October 28:     Meals: B 

After docking in Tampa, we bid farewell to the 

Rotterdam and disembark about 9 am. A locally-

guided tour shows off the sights of St. Petersburg 

and Tampa, then there is free time at the Interna-

tional Plaza, a shopping mall with about 200 

stores. Our flight on Alaska Airlines is non-stop to 

Seattle. The overnight stay is at the Quality Inn 

near the airport.   

 

Monday, October 29:   Meals: B 

Transportation is provided back to our Victoria 

departure points.   

Tour Policies  
Payments: A deposit of $800 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due June 27, 2018. 

Discounts: Early bookers receive $250 discount on first 15 seats and $125 on next 10 seats for booking early with deposit. 

The discount is not offered after June 27.   

Cancellation Policy: Up to May 25, your tour payments will be refunded less an administrative charge of $50 per person. 

From May 26 to June 27 the cancellation charge is $300 per person.  From June 28 to July 11, the cancellation charge is 

40% of the tour fare. From July 12 to August 10, the cancellation charge is 80% of the tour fare. After August 10, there is 

no refund.  

Fare Changes: Changes to foreign currency exchange rates and taxes, and surcharges from the airline, cruise line and 

other tour suppliers can occur at any time and are beyond the control of Wells Gray Tours, therefore Wells Gray Tours 

reserves the right to increase fares due to such changes up until the time of departure.  

Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by 

Travel Guard. Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause, otherwise policies 

can be purchased no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details.  

Photo Credit: Trip Advisor (Le Vieux Quebec and Chateau Frontenac) 

e-points: This tour earns 149 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or e-points. 

One e-point equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! 

Redemptions offered until June 27.  

Consumer Protection BC Licence: #65842 


