
 

GRAND  FRANCE  RIVER  CRUISE 
On board  Avalon Poetry II and Tapestry II 

October 2, 2020  -  21  Days 

Fares Per Person:  
$14,435 twin, $15,865 single Category E (window)  

$17,035 twin, $18,465 single Category B (French balcony) 

$17,435 twin, $18,865 single Category P (French balcony) 
 

> Cruise categories A and D are also available.  

> Please add 0.2% GST. 

> Early Bookers: $300 discount on first 8 seats; $150 on next 4 

> Experience Points: Earn 285 points from this tour.  

  Redeem 285 points if you book by May 28, 2020.  

Includes 
• Flight from Vancouver to Nice, France 

• Air transportation taxes, fees and fuel surcharges 
• 5 nights of hotel accommodation and taxes  
• Transfer from Nice airport to hotel 

• Coach transportation for 4 days in France  

• Guided sightseeing tour of Monaco 

• Tour of Monaco Casino and Gardens 

• International Museum of Perfume 

• Guided tour of Cannes 

• Transfer from Nice to the ship at Port St. Louis  

• 7 night cruise on the Rhône River on Poetry II 

• Port charges and cruise taxes 

• Cruise gratuities 

• Welcome Reception 

• Guided walking tour of Arles with visit to the 

Roman Amphitheatre OR Painting Workshop to 

learn the techniques of Vincent van Gogh  

• Guided sightseeing tour in Avignon 

• Palace of the Popes  

• Guided walk in Viviers  

• Viviers Romanesque Cathedral 

• Guided walking tour of Tournon 

• Guided walking tour of Vienne  

• Guided sightseeing tour of Lyon 

• Van der Weyden’s painting The Last Judgment  

• Transfer from ship in Beaune to train station 

• High-speed TGV train from Dijon to Paris  

• 7 night cruise on the Seine River on Tapestry II 

• Tours of Giverny, Monet’s home OR Bizy Castle  

• Walking tour to Les Andelys OR Château Gaillard 

• Driving tour of Normandy Abbeys Route OR  

walking tour of Marais Vernier wetlands  

• Choice of 3 excursions in Normandy 

• Walking tour of Rouen & Notre-Dame Cathedral  

• Auvers-sur-Oise, home of van Gogh, OR  

Château de Malmaison, home of Bonaparte  

• Choice of walking or driving tours of Paris 

• Coach transportation for 3 days in Paris 

• Louvre Museum with viewing of Mona Lisa 

• Palace of Versailles 

• Transfer from hotel to Paris airport 

• Flight from Paris to Vancouver 

• Knowledgeable Wells Gray tour director 

• Luggage handling at hotels, ship, and train 

• 52 meals:  19 breakfasts, 15 lunches, 18 dinners 



Running through Switzerland and France for 813 km, the Rhône is the only major European river that flows 

directly into the Mediterranean Sea. An important inland trade and transportation route since Greek times, 

the Rhône winds through orchards and vineyards, past castles and abbeys. The Seine rises in north-central 

France near Dijon and flows 777 km northwest to the English Channel. The name Seine is from the Latin 

Sēquana, the Gallo-Roman goddess of the river. This river cruise is on two Avalon ships — Poetry II on the 

Rhône and its tributary the Saône and Tapestry II on the Seine, with a legendary fast train to whisk you from 

one to the other. Opportunities abound on this grand vacation to learn about France and to taste its 

sumptuous wines and cuisine. October is one of the most beautiful times to visit — weather is very pleasant, 

15ºC on average, and the summer crowds have disappeared. Harvest is also close in the prolific wine 

growing regions that we travel through. One of the youngest fleets on the waterways today, Avalon was 

first used by Wells Gray Tours in 2011 with incredibly positive feedback. Off the ships, the land programs help 

you truly experience each destination, with guided walking or driving tours included in every port, 

engaging port lectures, VIP access into key destinations, and great cultural immersion and storytelling, 

thanks to highly skilled cruise directors and guides. We are confident that Avalon Waterways helps you 

experience France as it truly should — quietly, with romance, culture, comfort and enrichment. 

Explore Provence & Normandy with Avalon Waterways 

Tour & Cruise Notes 
Please book early. Avalon has confirmed a block of staterooms for this tour. Our sales will be reviewed in 

March 2020 and some unsold staterooms may be recalled if the ship is getting full. River cruises are 

extremely popular and most are sold out long before departure, so it is not a good idea to delay booking 

this tour. Please book as early as possible.  

It is unlikely that we will be able to secure more staterooms after Avalon recalls our unsold rooms.  

As an additional incentive, Avalon is offering an early booker discount of $900 each which is already 

deducted from your fare. This will end when our stateroom block is recalled and fares will increase $900 for 

bookings after that. Avalon is also offering a reduced single supplement on the first 5 staterooms booked.  

Documentation: A valid passport is required with sufficient blank pages and must not expire until three 

months after return date. Visas are not currently required for any country we are visiting. Please bring your 

passport to the Wells Gray office or your travel agent to be scanned, either at booking or at the latest at 

final payment.  

Gratuities for cruise staff and European guides and drivers are included.  

Currency: The Euro is the standard currency in France and Monaco. You should have Euros for smaller 

purchases and gratuities. You can order from your bank a few weeks prior. On board currency is the Euro. 

Purchases can be charged to your ship account and paid at the end of the cruise by credit card. 

Rooms for singles are often a different style or smaller size than twin rooms in the hotels (not on the ship). 

Many hotels limit the number of single rooms allocated to a group. Avalon gives a discount on the single 

supplement and the number of singles is limited to 5 at the advertised price, then a few more singles are 

available for a surcharge of about $4,000 to $6,000 depending on cruise category. Please book early if you 

prefer to travel single.  

Triples are not available on this tour.  

Activity Level: Light activity on the ship and moderate activity during most shore excursions and pre- 

and post-cruise tours. Due to the historic nature of some attractions, it may be necessary to climb 

stairs, walk on uneven surfaces such as cobblestone streets, and walk up to a kilometre at an easy 

pace. Choose shore excursions based on your ability. Sometimes the coach cannot drive all the way to an 

attraction. There is an elevator on the ship, but it does not serve the Sky Deck. There can be longer walks in 

the airports so you should request a cart or wheelchair in advance or at check-in if this could be an issue for 

you. The coaches cannot carry a scooter. If you are not able to participate in Activity Level 2, Wells Gray 

Tours recommends that you bring a companion to assist you. The tour director, local guides, and drivers 

have many responsibilities, so please do not expect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide ongoing 

assistance. Please consider these mobility issues prior to booking this tour. If you are not capable of keeping 

up with the group or require frequent assistance, the tour director may stop you from participating in some 

activities or some days. In extreme situations, you may be required to leave the tour and travel home at 

your own expense; travel insurance will probably not cover you. 



Friday, October 2:     

Meet the other members of the tour group at 

Vancouver airport. Our flight on Lufthansa leaves 

about 4 pm.  

 

Saturday, October 3:    Meals: D 

We change planes in Frankfurt and continue to 

Nice, arriving  in mid-afternoon. Welcome to the 

South of France! We stay three nights at the 4-star 

Hotel Messina, located in the heart of Nice on the 

stylish Rue Gioffredo.  

 

Sunday, October 4:   Meals: B,L,D 

The French Riviera is an 800 km stretch of Mediter-

ranean coastline that is one of the first modern 

resort areas. The Côte d'Azur or Azure Coast has 

white sand, multinational residents, and a serene 

sea. We drive along the coast to the medieval 

village of Èze, perched high above the sea and 

known for its craft shops. A little further is the princi-

pality of Monaco, the second smallest country 

and monarchy in the world. With a local guide, 

hear the history of the only nation in the world 

founded by a single family, the Grimaldi. We visit 

the historic town perched on "the Rock", ancient 

Port Hercules, the Larvotto seaside, and Japanese 

Garden. We see the route of the legendary 

Grand Prix circuit and watch the Changing of the 

Guard. The Monte Carlo Casino is famed for high 

stakes tables, and we have free time to explore, 

watch for celebrities, and admire luxury cars 

parked outside.  

Monday, October 5:   Meals: B 

Our first stop is in the ancient village of St. Paul de 

Vence, a cradle of artists, poets (Prévert, Pagnol), 

writers and painters (Chagall, Picasso, Matisse). 

Next, we stop in Grasse, considered perfume cap-

ital of the world, and visit the International Muse-

um of Perfume. Cannes enjoys an international 

reputation for its cosmopolitan lifestyle, a fashion 

trend setter, and home to the renowned film festi-

val. It has also lovingly preserved its roots and tra-

ditions, an authenticity that can be enjoyed by 

the visitors who slip away from the Croisette to sa-

vour the charm of a Mediterranean city. 

 

Tuesday, October 6:   Meals: B,L,D  

Enjoy a morning at leisure to explore the streets of 

Nice or stroll the Mediterranean beaches. Then 

we depart by coach for Port St. Louis where our 

vessel is docked. We board the Avalon Poetry II 

and settle into our cabins, home for the next sev-

en nights. Meet the crew at a welcome recep-

tion, then enjoy your first succulent meal in the 

dining room. Take in the tranquil scenes as the 

ship cruises through Camargue National Park. 

Itinerary  

 Poetry II was launched in 2014 and Tapestry II in 2015. They are nearly identical sister ships. The floor to 

ceiling windows and French balconies on the Royal and Sapphire decks make for bright staterooms, with a 

contemporary design. With just 64 staterooms, a passenger capacity of 128, and only 4 decks, including 

the huge open Sky Deck, the experience is intimate yet diverse enough that you can meet people from 

around the globe. Comfort is essential — the dress code is relaxed and casual throughout the days and 

nights. There is a large dining room, and a spacious lounge with bar that is open all day. Dining is also 

relaxed with breakfast and lunch buffets, and four course dinners ordered from a menu, all with open 

seating. Complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks are offered with lunch and dinner. All day coffee service 

is available, plus there is afternoon tea, social hour in the lounge, open air bistro on the Sky Deck, and Night 

Fare at 10:30 pm. There is a fitness centre, whirlpool, and free internet access on board. An elevator serves 

all decks except the Sky Deck. Your cruise director keeps you informed about the daily entertainment, the 

upcoming lectures on ports of call, and various on board activities to enrich your river experience. Two or 

three tours are offered at each port and you choose one based on your activity level and interests. Some 

tours are on a motorcoach and some are walking tours. Sometimes a paid excursion with more elaborate 

inclusions is offered, and you can reserve for these 3 months before sailing. Headsets are provided so you 

can easily hear your guide’s commentary.  

 There are five categories of staterooms. Category D and E are on the Indigo or lowest deck with small 

windows and measure 172 square feet. Categories A and B on Sapphire deck and Category P on Royal 

deck measure 200 square feet and have floor to ceiling windows and a sliding door to the French balcony. 

The dining room is between Indigo and Sapphire decks, the Panorama Lounge is between Sapphire and 

Royal decks, and the Club Lounge is at the stern of Royal deck.  

On Board Poetry II  and Tapestry II 



Wednesday, October 7:  Meals: B,L,D 

Our first port is Arles, the capital of Provence and 

once known as the Little Rome of Gaul. Choose 

from two shore excursions (decide on the ship): 

1. A guided walking tour of the church of St. 

Trophime, Les Alyscamps, remains of the Gallo-

Roman burial road, and Roman Amphitheatre.  

2. Attend a Painting Workshop to learn the style 

and techniques of Vincent Van Gogh. He was 

inspired by the special light of Provence and 

spent a very productive year in Arles.  

 

Thursday, October 8:   Meals: B,L,D 

The fortified city of Avignon is the capital of the 

Vaucluse region, the most picturesque part of Pro-

vence. Also referred to as the City of Popes, it was 

the centre of the Catholic Church in the 14th cen-

tury and the city landscape is dominated by the 

grandiose Palace of the Popes. A guided tour in-

cludes a stop here, and a photo of the bridge in 

the popular song is a must. Optional outings (extra 

cost) are available this afternoon to Pont du 

Gard, the Roman Aquaduct, or the famed wine 

cellars of Châteauneuf-du-Pape.  

 

Friday, October 9:   Meals: B,L,D 

We enjoy a leisurely morning on board to relax 

and enjoy passing scenery. The charming town of 

Viviers is next, with its narrow streets and 12th cen-

tury feel. It was developed around its Rom-

anesque Cathedral, and the Old Town has an ap-

pealing mix of Christian, Roman, and medieval 

influences. We visit both on a guided walking tour. 

 

Saturday, October 10:   Meals: B,L,D 

Tournon nestles among vineyards between the 

Rhône River and the granite slopes of the Her-

mitage, well known for their Syrah grape red 

wines. The city is dominated by an imposing 16th 

century castle and Roman ruins, and is one of 

France’s oldest medieval cities. A guided walk is 

included. After cruising further up the river this af-

ternoon, we visit Vienne, another charming village 

surrounded by steep hills.  

 

Sunday, October 11:   Meals: B,L,D 

Lyon is France’s second-largest city and its gastro-

nomic capital. Founded by the Romans in 43 BC, 

the city’s prosperity dates back to the 16th century 

and is due to commercial, industrial, and banking 

activities. Roman remains, many excellent muse-

ums, and much renaissance architecture delight 

the visitor. Survey the city from Fourvière Hill and 

explore the Old Town, a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, with its maze of medieval alleyways, Place 

des Terreaux, and the beautiful Place Bellecour. 

Beaujolais is the wine of the region, and wine con-

noisseurs know that the grapes are hand picked. 

Lyon is at the confluence of the Rhône and Saône 

Rivers, and our ship follows the latter.  

 

Monday, October 12:   Meals: B,L,D 

The morning is spent cruising along the majestic 

Saône River through Mâcon and Chalon-sur-

Saône as far as St. Jean de Losne. Learn about 

local cheese during a cheese tasting session. St. 

Jean de Losne is the head of navigation on the 

river for large vessels like ours. We stay overnight 

at the dock. Join your fellow travellers this evening 

for a gala Farewell to Poetry II dinner on board 

and waltz the night away with the on-board en-

tertainment. 

  

Tuesday, October 13:   Meals: B,D 

We disembark the ship and drive through the pas-

toral landscape of Burgundy to Beaune. We visit 

the Hôtel-Dieu Charity Hospital, built in 1443, and  

one of France’s architectural marvels. It is home 

to Van der Weyden’s The Last Judgment which 

consists of 15 paintings on 9 panels. Our journey 

continues via the TGV high speed train, a unique 

way to travel for North Americans as the train 

sometimes reaches 300 km per hour. Soon we are 

in Paris and a coach meets the train to take us to 

the dock where we board Tapestry II, an identical 

Avalon vessel. We are now on the Seine River and 

we cast off soon after everyone is on board, and 

start the cruise downstream.  

 

Wednesday, October 14:  Meals: B,L,D 

We dock at Vernon where there is a choice of 

two excursions (sign up on the ship): 

1. Take a guided tour of Giverny, home and inspi-

ration of the master impressionist painter Claude 

Monet. See the flower and water gardens cap-

tured in his masterpieces. 

2. Join a guided visit to Bizy Castle, known as  

“Normandy’s Versailles” for its magnificent court-

yard, water garden, and stables.  

Back on the river, enjoy a traditional French lunch-

eon of authentic French crêpes, followed by a 

pastry demonstration. This afternoon, we arrive at 

Les Andelys. A guided walking tour is offered, or 

you can choose a more active hike up to the cas-

tle ruins of Château Gaillard, the historic home of 

King Richard the Lionheart.  

 

Thursday, October 15:   Meals: B,L,D 

In Caudebec, we take a driving tour along the 

Normandy Abbeys Route where more than 100 



medieval Benedictine and Augustine abbeys and 

churches were built along the Seine. Alternatively, 

more active travellers can enjoy a half-day guid-

ed nature walk visiting the ecological wonders of 

the Marais Vernier wetlands. We stay docked 

overnight in Caudebec.  

 

Friday, October 16:   Meals: B,L,D 

Today, you can choose from three excursions in 

Normandy (sign up on the ship):  

1. A guided tour of Normandy’s World War II land-

ing beaches and significant U.S. sites, including 

Omaha Beach, the Pointe du Hoc monument, 

and the American Cemetery.  

2. A guided tour of the British and Canadian com-

memorative sites, including the British Cemetery, 

Pegasus Memorial, the seaside town of Arro-

manches, the Juno Beach Center, and the Bény-

sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery.  

3. Join “A Taste of Normandy” guided tour for an 

in-depth look at this rich agricultural region. See 

the famous Bayeux Tapestry, visit the beautiful vil-

lage of Beuvron en Auge and taste Calvados at a 

local distillery.  

This evening, we start heading up the Seine and 

dock overnight in Rouen.  

 

Saturday, October 17:   Meals: B,L,D 

A guided walking tour of Rouen is offered. This was 

the home of the martyred Joan of Arc. See the 

medieval quarter with its 16th century Astronomical 

Clock, and awesome  Notre-Dame Cathedral.  

 

Sunday, October 18:   Meals: B,L,D 

In Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, there is a choice of 

two excursions (sign up on the ship):  

1. A guided visit to Auvers-sur-Oise, home and 

grave of Vincent van Gogh. 

2. A guided tour of the opulent Château de 

Malmaison, home of Napoléon Bonaparte and his 

wife Josephine.  

Tonight, we cruise a few more meander bends of 

the Seine and arrive back in Paris. 

 

Monday, October 19:   Meals: B,L,D 

Paris, the City of Light, is living history and full of 

amazing landmarks — Arc de Triomphe, Champs 

Elysées, Eiffel Tower, Louvre Museum, the Left 

Bank, Opéra Garnier, and Notre Dame Cathedral 

(which is surrounded by scaffolding during repairs 

from the fire). Discover Paris during a guided walk 

near the ship, or a guided driving tour (these are 

intended as orientation trips, so there are no en-

trance fees included). We stay overnight on the 

ship, docked in the midst of bustling Paris.  

 

Tuesday, October 20:   Meals: B,L,D 

We disembark Tapestry II and a coach and local 

guide are waiting to show us more iconic sites of 

Paris. Open to all since 1793, the Louvre Museum 

has embodied the concept of a truly universal 

institution. The priceless artworks housed in the 

Louvre are held for the benefit of present and fu-

ture generations. The 35,000 works include such 

famous masterpieces as Mona Lisa, the Winged 

Victory of Samothrace, and the Venus de Milo. 

We stay two nights at the superb 4-star Hotel 

Crowne Plaza on Place de la Republique.  

 

Wednesday, October 21:  Meals: B,D 

The Palace of Versailles, which has been on 

UNESCO’s World Heritage List for 40 years, is one of 

the most beautiful achievements of 18th century 

French art. The site began as Louis XIII’s hunting 

lodge before his son Louis XIV transformed and 

expanded it, moving the court and government 

of France to Versailles in 1682. Each of the three 

French kings who lived there until the French Rev-

olution added improvements to make it more 

beautiful. Spend the morning strolling the palace, 

the gardens, the Grand Trianon and Marie Antoi-

nette’s estate. Paris is a city where you explore 

what is closest to your heart, and the afternoon is 

free time. A Farewell to France dinner is planned.  

 

Thursday, October 22:   Meals: B 

We fly from Paris via Calgary to Vancouver.  



 

Tour Policies  
Payments: A deposit of $1,500 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due May 28, 2020. By 

paying the deposit, you agree to the Terms & Conditions, Activity Level and Cancellation Policy outlined. 

Discounts: Early bookers receive $300 discount on first 8 seats and $150 on next 4 seats for booking early with deposit. The 

discount is not offered after May 28.   , 

Cancellation Policy: Up to April 28, 2020, your tour payments will be refunded less a cancellation charge of $300 per per-

son. From April 29 to May 28, the cancellation charge is $600 per person. From May 29 to June 26, the cancellation charge 

is 40% of tour fare. From June 27 to July 28, the cancellation charge is 80% of tour fare. After July 28, there is no refund.  

Changes to tour: As this tour has been planned a year in advance, changes to foreign currency exchange rates and 

taxes, and surcharges from airlines, the cruise ship, and other tour suppliers can occur at any time and are beyond the 

control of Wells Gray Tours. The flight cannot be confirmed until December 2019, so the included air fare could be higher 

or lower than expected. For these reasons, Wells Gray Tours reserves the right to increase fares due to such changes up 

until the time of departure. Hotels named in the itinerary could change, but substitute accommodation will be of similar or 

better quality.  

Photo Credit:  Avalon Waterways 

Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by 

Travel Guard. Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause for medical and cancel-

lation claims, otherwise policies can be purchased no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details.  

Home pickups may be offered in Greater Victoria, depending on the number of people booked and coach size.  Decision 

is made about 2 weeks before departure and you will be contacted about your pickup point and time.   

e-points: This tour earns 285 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or e-points. 

One point equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Redemptions 

offered until May 28, 2020.  

Consumer Protection BC Licences: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924, Victoria 65842               


