Northern Rockies Lodge

Salmon Glacier

STUNNING NORTHWEST
BRITISH COLUMBIA
August 11, 2021 – 14 Days
Stikine, Stewart & Inside Passage
There is so much to see and so many
unique experiences in Northwest British
Columbia. Only two highways traverse this
vast region. Yellowhead Highway #16 is a
busy route between Prince George and
Prince Rupert through the Coast Mountains. Stewart – Cassiar Highway #37 runs
north-south and connects the Alaska
Highway near Watson Lake with the
Yellowhead Highway near Hazelton. This is
a circle tour, heading north on the Alaska
Highway, south on the Stewart – Cassiar,
west on the Yellowhead to Prince Rupert,
then the Inside Passage ferry south to
Vancouver Island. The route presents many
amazing sights that few people experience.
Choose a helicopter flight through the
Grand Canyon of the Stikine River, or a
float plane trip over the colourful Mount
Edziza volcano. Fly by helicopter over the
vast Salmon Glacier. Get Hyderized (if you
dare) across the border from Stewart. Tour
the Nisga’a Nation and Nass Valley with a
local guide. Northwest BC is truly stunning.

Activity Level: 2

26 Meals Included:
10 breakfasts, 8 lunches, 8 dinners

Fares per person:
$5,085 double/twin; $6,050 single; $4,785 triple
Please add 5% GST.

BC Seniors (65 & over): $75 discount with BC Services Card

Early Bookers:
$250 discount on first 10 seats; $125 on next 6

Experience Points:
Earn 105 points on this tour.
Redeem 105 points if you book by June 2, 2021.

You could add another photo here

ITINERARY
Day 1: Wednesday, August 11

Fly from Vancouver to Kelowna and stay overnight at the Best Western Hotel.

Day 2: Thursday, August 12

you and some others are interested, a one-hour
flight can be arranged over nearby glaciers.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner
Accommodation: Northern Rockies Lodge

After lunch at historic Ashcroft Manor, we travel
north along the Cariboo Highway to Quesnel,
hearing stories about the Gold Rush and the
Wagon Road. A welcome dinner is included, a
chance to meet fellow travellers as we embark on
our Northwest British Columbia adventure.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Billy Barker Inn, Quesnel

Day 3: Friday, August 13

Beyond Prince George, we follow the Hart Highway across Pine Pass, then over the rolling farmlands of “Peace River Country”. We see the Mile
0 Post for the Alaska Highway at Dawson Creek
and stay overnight in Fort St. John.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Northern Grand Hotel

Day 4: Saturday, August 14

The world-famous Alaska Highway was built in
1942 in just eight months and has been continually upgraded to match the growth of the north.
The highway is now paved all the way to Fairbanks, but it was only 30 years ago that travellers
endured a thousand kilometres of gravel and
dust. Beyond Fort St. John, we leave behind the
grainfields and oil rigs of the Peace and journey
through the vast forests of northern British Columbia to Fort Nelson. This afternoon’s scenic
drive winds through the barren Rocky Mountains
to Muncho Lake. We stay two nights at Northern
Rockies Lodge, one of Canada’s largest log structures.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Northern Rockies Lodge

Day 5: Sunday, August 15

Enjoy a leisurely day! A trip is offered to nearby
Liard Hot Springs where the water temperature
ranges from 108° to 126°F. This afternoon, you
may want to take a pleasant stroll along the shore
of Muncho Lake.
An option is offered (see page 5) for a flight to
mighty Virginia Falls in Nahanni National Park. If

Liard Hot Springs

Day 6: Monday, August 16

We continue on the Alaska Highway along the
rushing Liard River and briefly enter the Yukon. In
Watson Lake, we see the famous Signpost Forest,
started by a homesick roadbuilder in 1942 and
now numbering over 77,000 city signs. We turn
south on the Stewart-Cassiar Highway and re-enter British Columbia. This wilderness road, completed in the 1970s and improved frequently
since then, extends 700 km south to the Yellowhead Highway and traverses some magnificent
scenery. We pass near the former town of Cassiar,
completely dismantled since 1992 when the asbestos mine closed. Nearby, we stop at Jade City
where Barbara Streisand purchased the jade for
her bathtub and you can buy some exquisite
carvings. Northern B.C. has four mines that supply 85% of the world’s jade. Later, the road winds
through the Cassiar Mountains to Dease Lake.
The community was expected to be a future
boomtown in the 1970s, thanks to forestry and
mining. The BC Railway was being extended to
Dease Lake to service this industrial hub, but
studies showed it would not be economical and
it was abandoned in 1977 after spending $200
million and building 423 km of track.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Northway Inn

Day 7: Tuesday, August 17
Today is one of the highlights of our tour as we
board a float plane or a helicopter (your choice)
for a thrilling flight into the wilderness of Mount
Edziza or Stikine River Provincial Parks. Please refer to the option box on page 5 for more details
about the two flights and the highlights of each.
Accommodation: Northway Inn

Day 8: Wednesday, August 18
Leaving Dease Lake, we can see the unfinished
grade of the BC Railway. The Stewart-Cassiar
Highway bridges the Stikine River, then skirts Eddontenajon and Tatogga Lakes with the Skeena
Mountains rising above. We follow the Iskut and
Bell-Irving Rivers and lunch is included at a multimillion dollar heli-ski resort, Bell II Lodge. At Meziadin Lake, we turn
west into the rugged
Coast
Mountains
and climb through a
narrow pass to the
Bear Glacier, truly an
awesome sight as
the road is built just
a few hundred metres away. Soon we
arrive in Stewart,
Canada’s most norBear Glacier
therly ice-free port
at the head of Portland Canal.
Meals included: Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: King Edward Hotel

Day 9: Thursday, August 19
We go early to the Fish Creek viewing platform
and hopefully see feasting grizzly and black bears.
We board a helicopter at Stewart for a spectacular flight high into the Coast Mountains and along
the incredible Salmon Glacier. It is considered
Canada’s 5th largest, about 12 km long and 2 km
wide, and has textbook examples of terminal, lateral and medial moraines. The flight may also
give views of the abandoned Premier gold mine

and the Granduc copper mine. Premier opened
in 1910 and became one of the province’s richest
gold mines, finally closing in 1953. It was noted
for a 17 km tramway to carry ore, one of the longest in North America. Back in Stewart, there is
time to visit the Museum and stroll the Estuary
Boardwalk. We drive across the Alaska border to
Hyder and, if you dare, partake in a local tradition
to be "Hyderized"; two of the town's bars issue
certifications to patrons who consume a shot of
151 proof (75.5% alcohol). Stewart's scenery has
attracted several movie producers and you may
recognize filming locations for the movies Bear
Island, The Thing, The Iceman, and Insomnia. As
bear viewing is best in the morning and evening,
we take a second trip to Fish Creek tonight.
Note: You must have your passport to visit Hyder
and the Fish Creek bear viewing area.
Meals included: Breakfast
Accommodation: King Edward Hotel

Day 10: Friday, August 20
We continue along the Stewart-Cassiar Highway
until it meets the Yellowhead Highway. A short
side trip is made at Kitwanga to view its old totem poles. Then we follow the Skeena River westwards to Terrace and stay two nights.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Holiday Inn Express

Day 11: Saturday, August 21
The day is devoted to touring the Nisga’a Nation
in the Nass River Valley. After a century of negotiations, the Nisga’a people signed a land claims
Nisga’a Memorial Lava Beds

Passage to Port Hardy on Vancouver Island.
Along 500 kilometres of magnificent coastline,
we pass hundreds of islands and waterfalls, and
probably see wildlife such as bald eagles, porpoises, or whales. Highlights are the long canallike Grenville Channel, the narrows at Bella Bella,
and Princess Royal Channel. A reserved seat in
the private key-access Aurora Lounge is included.
Cabin option: You can purchase an outside ferry
cabin for $135 or inside cabin for $105 (per cabin),
subject to cabins being available. Each is equipped with two berths, sink, toilet, and shower.
Please request when you book this tour.
Accommodation: Haida Way Inn, Port McNeill

treaty with the federal and provincial governments in 1999. An expert First Nations guide,
Brian Downie, accompanies us for the day while
we visit four villages along the Nass River:
Gitlakdamiks (New Aiyansh), Gitwinksihlkw (Canyon City), Laxqalts’ap (Greenville), and Gingolx
(Kincolith), the last on the ocean at Portland Inlet.
We also visit the Nisga’a Memorial Lava Beds
where Canada’s most recent volcanic eruption
occurred only 300 years ago, destroying two villages and diverting the Nass River.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Accommodation: Holiday Inn Express

Day 12: Sunday, August 22
We visit Port Edwards on the Skeena River and
tour the restored North Pacific Cannery which
was built in 1889. On arrival in Prince Rupert, we
admire the wonderful exhibits at the Museum of
Northern British Columbia. We stay overnight at
the Crest Hotel which has a convenient central
location and is the finest in the city.
Meals included: Breakfast
Accommodation: Crest Hotel

Northern Expedition

Day 14: Tuesday, August 24

We drive south on the Island Highway through
Campbell River to Nanaimo, then ride the ferry
to Tsawwassen.
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 13: Monday, August 23

The Northern Expedition departs Prince Rupert
for a 15-hour scenic voyage through the Inside

WHAT’S INCLUDED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flight from Vancouver to Kelowna
Current air transport taxes and security fees
Transfer Kelowna airport to hotel
Coach transportation for 13 days
13 nights of accommodation and hotel taxes
Historic Ashcroft Manor
Swim at Liard Hot Springs
Choice of helicopter through Grand Canyon of
the Stikine OR float plane over Mount Edziza
Helicopter flight over Salmon Glacier
Two grizzly bear viewings at Fish Creek
Stewart Museum

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Nations guide for a day visiting Nisga’a
Nation and Nass Valley
North Pacific Cannery Museum
Museum of Northern British Columbia
Northern Expedition ferry through Inside
Passage from Prince Rupert to Port Hardy
Reserved seat in the ferry’s Aurora Lounge
Ferry from Nanaimo to Tsawwassen
Knowledgeable tour director
Gratuities for local guides and pilots
Luggage handling at hotels
26 meals: 10 breakfasts, 8 lunches, 8 dinners

FLIGHT OPTIONS
1) DEASE LAKE — August 17
•

Mount Edziza Volcano by float plane: Available for 12
people. One of only a few recent volcanoes in British Columbia, Mount Edziza last erupted 1,300 years ago and
built a huge dome to 2,800 metres. After taking off from
Tatogga Lake Resort, we approach Mount Edziza, skirting 150-metre high symmetrical Eve Cone (last eruption
only 300 years ago), and view other amazing formations
such as Coffee Crater and Cocoa Crater. Finally, we fly
across the incredible Spectrum Range, named for its brilMt. Edziza
liant red, yellow, white and purple rocks, then land back
at Tatogga. This flight is on a float plane with four people on each trip at window seats. The flight
lasts about 1½ hours. Transportation is provided to Tatogga Lake, 1¼ hours from Dease Lake.
Bring a book as there will be some waiting time at the lodge for your turn in the air.

•

Grand Canyon of the Stikine River by helicopter: Available for 20 people. The mighty Stikine River,
British Columbia’s 5th largest, rises on the Spatsizi Plateau and flows west through the Coast Mountains into Alaska. The flight gives us awesome views of the Grand Canyon of the Stikine, over 300
metres deep and 100 km long. This is a thrilling experience, because a helicopter can fly low over
the white-water rapids of the wild Stikine River and maneuver within the canyon walls. If the river
is not too high, a short landing on a sand bar may be possible, giving you a view of this awesome
canyon that few people have seen. The flight lasts about 45 minutes.

Please choose whether you want the float plane or the helicopter when you book this tour. The cost is
the same and is included in the tour fare.
2) Northern Rockies Lodge — August 15
Float plane to Virginia Falls in Nahanni National Park (extra cost). Nahanni is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site and its centrepiece is 100-metre high Virginia Falls, one of Canada's mightiest cataracts and also one
of the least-visited. Nahanni has no road access. The float plane takes off from Northern Rockies Lodge,
flies for 1½ hours over the peaks and glaciers, and lands near the falls. You have a couple of hours to
enjoy the awesome viewpoints with a picnic lunch. Downstream from the falls, the Nahanni River boils
through kilometres of rapids below 900-metre high cliffs.
These canyonlands were made famous by prospectors’ tales
in the last century of lost gold and the Headless Valley. A
recommended book is Raymond Patterson’s The Dangerous
River, a gripping account of his 1920s journey into the Nahanni. Flight cost is $900 per person plus GST and includes
the $24 national park fee and lunch. Flight requires six people to operate (other lodge guests might fill in extra seats if
available). Please reserve this option when you book this
Virginia Falls
tour.

TOUR NOTES
•

•

•

•
•
•

Hotels in northern British Columbia have a limited tourist season and enormous operating expenses, so summer room rates are very high. In the North, the old saying “you get what you pay
for” is very true and cheaper rooms means a much lower standard which Wells Gray travellers are
not accustomed to. That is why this tour costs more per day than most Wells Gray tours. Communities such as Muncho Lake, Dease Lake, and Stewart have only one good quality hotel, but they
are generally not up to the standard you might expect in the cities.
Please book early! There is high demand for rooms in the summer, so hotels want group rooms
guaranteed early and may cancel unsold rooms from our reservation. When that happens, we may
have seats on the coach, but not enough rooms and the limited hotel choices mean we cannot go
elsewhere.
This tour is scheduled for August, so you can enjoy pleasantly warm days, cool nights and a minimum of mosquitoes or other insects. Some customers ask for a June tour to the north, but that is
the height of bug season.
You must bring government photo ID, otherwise you will not be allowed to board the ferry.
You must bring your passport if you want to visit Hyder, Alaska, and Fish Creek bear viewing. There
is no customs building entering USA, but there is one when we return to Canada.
This tour is limited to 32 travellers, due to the aircraft seating capacity.

Activity Level 2: Some travelling days are long as towns are far apart in the north. There are walks
to some viewpoints. There are steps or a short ladder to get into the float plane or helicopter.
Some towns do not have paved streets and sidewalks, so the walking surface may be uneven. There are
many stops during this tour and you must be able to get on and off the coach by yourself without delaying
your fellow travellers. The coach cannot carry a scooter. If you are not able to participate in Activity Level
2, Wells Gray Tours recommends that you bring a companion to assist you. The tour director and driver
have many responsibilities, so please do not expect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide ongoing
assistance.

Watson Lake Signpost Forest in 2019 (Wells Gray sign was not left there)

TOUR POLICIES
Payments: A deposit of $300 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due June 2, 2021. By paying
the deposit, you agree to the Terms & Conditions, Activity Level and Cancellation Policy outlined.

Discounts: Early bookers receive $250 discount on first 10 seats and $125 on next 6 seats for booking early with deposit.
The discount is not offered after June 2, 2021. BC seniors (65 & over) receive $75 discount extended by BC Ferries. Deadline
is June 2. You must show your BC Services Card to receive the discount when you book and also bring it with you on the tour.
Your government photo ID is required to board the Inside Passage ferry.

Cancellation Policy: Up to April 30, 2021, your payments will be refunded less an administrative charge of $50 per person.
From May 1 to June 2, the cancellation charge is $200 per person. From June 3 to July 9, the cancellation charge is 50% of
the tour fare. After July 9, there is no refund.

Fare Changes: Changes to taxes and surcharges from flight companies and other tour suppliers can occur at any time and
are beyond the control of Wells Gray Tours, therefore Wells Gray Tours reserves the right to increase fares due to such changes
up until the time of departure.

Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by
Travel Guard. Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause, otherwise policies can be
purchased no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details.

Home pickups are available within Greater Vancouver for an additional charge of $40 per person round trip. Please request no later than at final payment.

Photo Credits: Wikimedia Commons (Salmon Glacier, Northern Rockies Lodge, Liard Hot Springs, Lava Beds, Mt. Edziza),
Roland Neave (Bear Glacier, Virginia Falls), B.C. Ferries (Northern Expedition), Aina Juzups (Signpost Forest)

Experience Points: This tour earns 105 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or
e-points. One e-point equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Redemptions offered until June 2, 2021.

Consumer Protection BC Licences: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924, Victoria 65842
KAMLOOPS

KELOWNA

VERNON

PENTICTON

VICTORIA

(Head Office)
250 Lansdowne St.
Kamloops, BC V2C 1X7
250-374-0831

2575 Richter St.
Kelowna, BC V1Y 2R1
250-762-3435

3206 35th St.
Vernon, BC V1T 6B7
250-545-9197

159 Wade Ave E
Penticton, BC V2A 8B6
250-493-1255

102-736 Broughton St.
Victoria, BC V8W 1E1
250-590-7889

Office Hours:
9 am to 4 pm
Closed holidays &
weekends

Office Hours:
9 am to 4 pm
Closed holidays &
weekends

Office Hours:
9 am to 4 pm
Closed holidays &
weekends

Office Hours:
8:30 am to 4 pm
Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri
Wed 9 am to 4 pm
Closed holidays &
weekends

Office Hours:
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri
Wed 9 am to 4:30 pm
Closed holidays &
weekends

WE PLAN. YOU PACK. NO WORRIES!
www.wellsgraytours.com
1-800-667-9552

