
 
 

SOUTH THOMPSON INN 
August 9, 2021 – 4 Days 

Explore sights around Kamloops  
 
The South Thompson Inn, east of 
Kamloops, is a favourite with our Victoria 
travellers and several tours to the Interior 
stop there overnight. This is the first tour 
that stays three nights at this delightful 
hotel with its beautiful country setting on 
55 acres overlooking the placid South 
Thompson River. Kamloops has many 
attractions and several are included such as 
the BC Wildlife Park with the Encountering 
Wildlife program, the Heritage Railway with 
cars pulled by the 2141 steam locomotive, 
two wonderful wineries, a locally-guided 
historical tour of Kamloops, and a choice of 
either the Museum or the Art Gallery. Enjoy 
this short getaway to the BC Interior.  
  

 

South Thompson Inn Wildlife Park 

Activity Level: 1 

 
 

7 Meals Included: 
3 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners 
 

Fares per person: 
$1,185 double/twin; $1,425 single; $1,140 triple 
Please add 5% GST. 
 

BC Seniors (65 & over): $30 discount with BC Services Card 
 

Early Bookers: 
$60 discount on first 15 seats; $30 on next 10 
 

Experience Points:  
Earn 27 points on this tour 
Redeem 27 points if you book by June 16, 2021.  

Heritage Railway 



ITINERARY 
 

Day 1: Monday, August 9 
After pickups around Victoria, we take the 9 am 
ferry to Tsawwassen and follow the Coquihalla to 
Kamloops. We stay three nights at the South 
Thompson Inn which has a beautiful country set-
ting beside the placid South Thompson River. 
The Inn is beloved for its southern Kentucky style, 
western hospitality, and cozy atmosphere while 
nestled on 55 scenic acres. 
Meals included: Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: South Thompson Inn 

Day 2: Tuesday, August 10 
Across the river from the Inn is the BC Wildlife 
Park, founded in 1965. It is home to nearly 200 
animals and 65 different species that are native 
to BC including cougars, bears, wolves, reptiles, 
birds of prey, and the only Kermode bear in hu-
man care in the world. Many animals at the Park 
have been rescued or were orphaned and are un-
able to survive on their own in the wild. In part-
nership with the Burrowing Owl Conservation So-
ciety, the Park has been working towards saving 
burrowing owls from extirpation since 1992 and 
has become the world’s largest breeder. The 
Wildlife Health Centre rehabilitates injured wild-
life and accepts about 400 animals annually from 
all over BC. Enjoy a special education program 
“Encountering Wildlife” where you can meet 
three animals (such as a tortoise, bearded dragon, 
or owl) and learn about each from a Park inter-
preter. This afternoon, a local guide meets us to 
conduct a historical tour of Kamloops with stories 
of First Nations, the fur trade, the gold rush, and 
the building of the railways. Kamloops has grown 
from a Hudson’s Bay Company fort to a city of 
95,000 at the meeting of the North and South 
Thompson Rivers.   
Meals included: Breakfast  
Accommodation: South Thompson Inn 

Day 3: Wednesday, August 11 
We board the Kamloops Heritage Railway with 
cars pulled by the 2141 steam locomotive. Dur-
ing the hour-long excursion, you may be visited 
by the feisty Saloon Girls or  even Billy Miner, the 
infamous train robber, and his Badland Bandidas. 
Afterwards, we take a tour through the Backshop 
to see all the historic rolling stock, some decom-
missioned cars, and a close look at the steam lo-
comotive. The city bought 2141 from the CNR in 
1961, then it was a static display in Riverside Park 
for 33 years. It took eight years for a group of 
dedicated volunteers to restore the locomotive 
and it began operating again in 2002. This after-
noon, we visit two superb wineries near the South 
Thompson Inn, Harper’s Trail and Monte Creek, 
with wine tasting at each.   
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: South Thompson Inn 

Day 4: Thursday, August 12 
We say goodbye to the lovely setting of the 
South Thompson Inn and drive into Kamloops. 
This morning, you can choose between two at-
tractions: Kamloops Museum and Kamloops Art 
Gallery. Afterwards, we drive the Coquihalla 
Highway and take a late afternoon ferry to Swartz 
Bay.  
Meals included: Breakfast 

 
  



WHAT’S INCLUDED 
• Coach transportation for 4 days 
• 3 nights of accommodation at South  

Thompson Inn & hotel taxes 
• 2 Strait of Georgia ferry crossings 
• BC Wildlife Park with Encountering Wildlife 

educational program 
• Local guide for historical driving and walking 

tour of Kamloops 

• Train ride on the Kamloops Heritage Railway 
• Tour of the railway’s Backshop 
• Harper’s Trail Winery with tasting 
• Monte Creek Winery with tasting 
• Gratuities for city guide and train crew 
• Knowledgeable tour director 
• Luggage handling at hotel 
• 7 meals: 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners  

 

TOUR NOTES 
Nanaimo, Comox, Courtenay & area clients:  You can easily join this tour. We will pick you up on August 
8 in your home city and drive you to Victoria. You can book your own hotel room or we can arrange a 
room at Chateau Victoria at your expense. Due to the late arrival on August 12, you will need to book 
another hotel stay for that night, then a transfer home will be provided on August 13. Fares are the same 
as shown on the first page.  

 Activity Level 1: Light activity including short distances to walk and some stairs. There is some gentle 
walking around the Wildlife Park and during the city tour. There are many stops during this tour and 
you must be able to get on and off the coach by yourself without delaying your fellow travellers. The 

coach cannot carry a scooter. If you are not able to participate in Activity Level 1, Wells Gray Tours 
recommends that you bring a companion to assist you. The tour director and driver have many respon-
sibilities, so please do not expect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide ongoing assistance. 
 

TOUR POLICIES 
Payments: A deposit of $150 per person is requested at the time of booking and the balance is due June 16, 2021. By paying 
the deposit, you agree to the Terms & Conditions, Activity Level and Cancellation Policy outlined. 
Discounts: Early bookers receive $60 discount on first 15 seats and $30 on next 10 seats for booking early with deposit. The 
discount is not offered after June 16, 2021. BC seniors (65 & over) receive $30 discount extended by BC Ferries, so you 
must bring your BC Services Card.  
Cancellation Policy: Up to June 16, 2021, your tour payments will be refunded less an administrative charge of $50 per person. 
From June 17 to July 9, the cancellation charge is 50% of the tour fare. From July 10 to July 23, the cancellation charge is 80% 
of the tour fare. After July 23, there is no refund.  
Fare Changes:  Changes to taxes and surcharges from tour suppliers can occur anytime and are beyond the control of Wells 
Gray Tours, therefore Wells Gray Tours reserves the right to increase fares due to such changes until departure.  
Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by Travel 
Guard. Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause for medical and cancellation claims, 
otherwise policies can be purchased no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details.  
Photo Credits:  South Thompson Inn, Tourism Kamloops (Wildlife Park), Wikimedia (Heritage Railway), Monte Creek Winery  
Experience points: This tour earns 27 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or e-
points. One e-point equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Redemp-
tions offered until June 16, 2021.  
Consumer Protection BC Licences: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924, Victoria 65842 

VICTORIA 
102-736 Broughton St. 
Victoria, BC V8W 1E1 

250-590-7889 
 

 

KAMLOOPS 
(Head Office) 

250 Lansdowne St. 
Kamloops, BC V2C 1X7 

250-374-0831 
 

 

WE PLAN. YOU PACK. NO WORRIES! 
www.wellsgraytours.com                   

1-800-667-9552 
 

  

 

http://www.wellsgraytours.com/

