
 
 

RHONE RIVER CRUISE 
October 6, 2023 – 15 Days 

Includes Monaco, Cannes, Lyon & Paris 

Running through France and Switzerland 
for 800 km, the Rhône is the only major 
European river that flows directly into the 
Mediterranean Sea. An important inland 
trade and transportation route since Greek 
times, it flows through the orchards and 
vineyards of the fertile Rhône Valley. 
Opportunities abound on this grand 
vacation to learn about France and to taste 
its sumptuous cuisine and wines. October 
is one of the most beautiful times to visit 
the South of France — weather is very 
pleasant, 15ºC on average, and summer 
crowds have disappeared. Harvest season 
is also close in the prolific wine growing 
regions that we visit. Avalon’s Poetry II is 
an ideal vessel with only 64 staterooms and 
up to 128 passengers. Off the ship, the 
land programs help you truly experience 
each destination, with guided sightseeing 
in every port, engaging port lectures, VIP 
access into key destinations, and great 
cultural immersion and storytelling. Before 
the cruise, we spend 3 nights in Nice with 
tours to Monaco and Cannes, and 3 nights 
in Paris after leaving the ship.  

 

Avalon Poetry II 

Activity Level: 2 

 
 

30 Meals Included: 
13 breakfasts, 6 lunches, 11 dinners 

Fares Per Person: 
$10,615 twin; $12,880 single – Category E (window) 
$12,015 twin; $15,680 single – Category B (balcony) 
$12,215 twin; $16,080 single – Category P (balcony)  
Other cruise categories are also available. 
Please add 0.3% GST. 

Early Bookers: 
$300 discount on first 12 seats; $150 on next 8 

Experience Points:  
Earn 201 points on this tour. 
Redeem 201 points if you book by June 29, 2023. 

Departure from: Lower Mainland  

 

Bridge at Avignon 



ITINERARY 
 

Day 1: Friday, October 6 
Our overnight flight to Frankfurt departs YVR in 
early afternoon.  

Day 2: Saturday, October 7  
We change planes in Frankfurt and arrive in Nice 
in early afternoon. Welcome to the French Riviera! 
We stay three nights at Mercure Hotel 4*, located 
in Nice beside Notre Dame Cathedral and about 
15 minutes walk to the beach. Relax in the roof-
top pool overlooking the city.  
Meals included: Dinner 
Accommodation: Mercure Centre Notre Dame  

Day 3: Sunday, October 8  
The French Riviera is an 800 km stretch of Medi-
terranean coastline that is one of the first modern 
resort areas. The Cote d’Azure or Azure Coast 
has white sand, multinational residents, and the 
serene sea. We drive along the coast to the prin-
cipality of Monaco, the second smallest country 
and monarchy in the world. A 30-minute trolley 
tour includes Monaco's finest sights – Place 
d'Armes, Port Hercule, the Formula 1 Grand Prix 
circuit, Monte Carlo Square with its luxury hotels,  
Old Town, the Prince’s Palace, and the Cathedral. 
Afterwards, we visit the Oceanographic Museum, 
once directed by the famous underwater ex-
plorer, Jacques Cousteau. At noon, we meet in 
front of the Prince's Palace to watch the Chang-
ing of the Guard. Monte Carlo is known world-
wide for its high-stakes casino, and we have free 
time to view the action and watch for celebrities 
(but better avoid touching the Ferraris outside). 

During the return to Nice, we visit the quaint vil-
lage of Èze which perches on a cliff overlooking 
the Mediterranean. Stroll through the exotic bo-
tanical garden filled with cactus and lush tropical 
vegetation.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 
Accommodation: Mercure Centre Notre Dame 

Day 4: Monday, October 9  
This morning, we travel to Cannes, one of the 
busiest cities along the French Riviera and host 
of the well-known Cannes Film Festival.  Some of 
the sights include Le Suquet, the old city built on 
the Mont Chevalier, the narrow pedestrian 
streets, and the Church Notre Dame de l’Esper-
ance. There is a great view of Cannes, the port, 
City Hall, and the oceanfront Boulevard de la 
Croisette from outside the church walls. Next, we 
travel to nearby Grasse for a unique tour of the 
Fragonard Perfumery. Discover the various pro-
cedures involved in creating and producing fra-
grances, and then admire 3,000 years of perfume 
history in the private museum.  
Meals included: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Mercure Centre Notre Dame 

Day 5: Tuesday, October 10  
Enjoy a morning at leisure to explore the streets 
of Nice or stroll the Mediterranean shore, then 
we depart by coach for Port Saint-Louis-du- 
Rhône, where our river cruise vessel is docked. 
We board the Avalon Poetry II and settle into our 
cabins, home for the next seven nights. Meet the 
crew at a welcome reception, then enjoy your 
first succulent meal in the dining room. Take in 
the tranquil scenes as the ship cruises through 
Camargue National Park. 
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Monte Carlo Casino 

Monte Carlo Casino 

Cannes 



Day 6: Wednesday, October 11  
Our first port is Arles, the capital of Provence and 
once known as the Little Rome of Gaul. During a 
guided walking tour, we see the church of St. 
Trophime, Les Alyscamps, the remains of the 
Gallo-Roman burial road, and visit the Roman 
Amphitheatre. Vincent Van Gogh was inspired by 
the special light of Provence and spent a produc-
tive year in Arles. The Foundation Vincent Van 
Gogh gallery is a tribute to the artist and features 
many artists. There is an option to attend a Van 
Gogh painting workshop.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Day 7: Thursday, October 12  
The fortified city of Avignon is the capital of the 
Vaucluse region, the most picturesque part of 
Provence. Also referred to as the City of Popes, 
it was the centre of the Catholic Church in the 14th 
century and the city landscape is dominated by 
the grandiose Palace of the Popes. A guided tour 
includes a stop here, and a photo of the bridge 
in the popular song is a must. Optional outings 
to Pont du Gard, the Roman Aquaduct, or the 
famed wine cellars of Châteauneuf-du-Pape are 
available this afternoon.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Day 8: Friday, October 13  
We enjoy a leisurely morning on board to relax 
and enjoy the passing scenery along the Rhône 
River. The charming town of Viviers is next, with 
its narrow streets and 12th century feel. It was de-
veloped around its Romanesque Cathedral, and 
the Old Town has an appealing mix of Christian, 
Roman, and medieval influences. We visit both 
on a guided walking tour. 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Day 9: Saturday, October 14  
The twin cities of Tournon and Tain l’Hermitage 
lie nestled among vineyards between the Rhône 
River and the granite slopes of the Hermitage, 
well-known for their Syrah grape red wines. 
Tournon, with its imposing 16th century castle and 
Roman ruins, is one of France’s oldest medieval 
cities, and an orientation walk shows its high-
lights. This afternoon, we enjoy Vienne, another 
charming little town surrounded by steep hills.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Day 10: Sunday, October 15  
Lyon is France’s second-largest city and its gas-
tronomic capital. Founded by the Romans in 43 
BC, the city’s prosperity dates back to the 16th  
century and is due to commercial, industrial, and 
banking activities. Roman remains, many excel-
lent museums, and much renaissance architec-
ture delight the visitor. Survey the city from 
Fourvière Hill and explore the Old Town, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, with its maze of 
medieval alleyways, Place des Terreaux, and the 
beautiful Place Bellecour. Beaujolais is the wine 
of the region, and wine connoisseurs know that 
the grapes must be hand-picked. Optional excur-
sions can take you wine tasting in the countryside 
or wandering through the city through ‘traboules’, 
the hidden passageways of Lyon.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

  

Roman Aqueduct 

Happy Hour in the Panorama Lounge 



Day 11: Monday, October 16 
Wake up this morning in Mâcon on the Saône 
River, a city that plays an important role in the 
wine trade. There’s free time for exploring, then 
enjoy a short cruise to Tournus. Here, the cloister 
of St. Philibert or the Burgundy Museum’s folk-
lore collection, located in an old family mansion, 
are worth a visit. A choice of optional excursions, 
including a visit to a wine cellar, is available. After 
arrival in Chalon-sur-Saône, join your fellow trav-
ellers for a gala farewell dinner and waltz the 
night away with the on-board entertainment. 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Accommodation: Avalon Poetry II 

Day 12: Tuesday, October 17 
We say farewell to the Avalon Poetry II and board 
a coach to transfer us to the train station in Dijon. 
The TGV high speed train is a unique way to 
travel for Canadians because it reaches speeds of 
300 km per hour. Paris, the City of Light, is living 
history. Our local guide meets us at the train sta-
tion and takes us on a panoramic city tour of its 
best-known landmarks. We stay three nights at 
the Pullman Paris Montparnasse 4*, a modern 
luxury hotel on Rue Commandant René Mou-
chotte. 
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 
Accommodation: Pullman Paris Montparnasse 

Day 13: Wednesday, October 18  
The Palace of Versailles is one of the most beau-
tiful achievements of 18th century French art. The 
site began as Louis XIII’s hunting lodge before his 
son Louis XIV transformed and expanded it, mov-
ing the court and government of France to Ver-
sailles in 1682. Each of the three French kings 
who lived there until the French Revolution 
added improvements to make it more beautiful. 
Spend the morning exploring the palace, the gar-
dens, the Grand Trianon, and Marie-Antoinette’s 
estate. The afternoon is free time. 
Meals included: Breakfast 
Accommodation: Pullman Paris Montparnasse 

Day 14: Thursday, October 19  
Open since 1793, the Louvre Museum has em-
bodied the concept of a truly universal institution. 
The priceless artworks housed in the Louvre are 
held for the benefit of present and future gener-
ations. The 35,000 works include such famous 
masterpieces as the Mona Lisa, Napoleon's Rite 
by David, the Winged Victory of Samothrace, and 
the Venus de Milo. After 
our guided tour, you are 
free to spend more time 
or return to the hotel. The 
afternoon is leisure time, 
and a ride up the Eiffel 
Tower is suggested. This 
evening, we take a dinner 
cruise on the Seine River, 
winding among the fa-
mous landmarks of this 
great city.  
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 
Accommodation: Pullman Paris Montparnasse 

Day 15: Friday, October 20  
A transfer is provided to Charles de Gaulle Air-
port where we take a Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt, 
then continue to Vancouver.  
Meals included: Breakfast 

  

Palace of Versailles 



ON BOARD AVALON’S MV POETRY II 
Avalon Poetry II was launched in 2014 and is one of Avalon’s smaller vessels. The floor to ceiling 

windows and French balconies on the Royal and Sapphire decks make for bright staterooms, with a con-
temporary design. With just 64 staterooms and only 4 decks, including the huge open Sky Deck, the 
experience is intimate yet diverse enough that you can meet people from around the globe. Comfort is 
essential — dress code is relaxed and casual with just one dressy yet not formal night on the gala final 
evening. There is a large open seating dining room, and a spacious lounge with bar that is open all day. 
Dining is also relaxed with breakfast and lunch buffets, and nightly four course dinner with open seating. 
Complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks are offered with lunch and dinner. All-day coffee service is 
available, plus there is afternoon tea, social hour in the lounge, open air bistro on the Sky Deck, and 
Night Fare at 10:30 pm. There is a fitness centre and hair salon on board, and free internet access. Your 
cruise director keeps you informed about the daily entertainment, the upcoming lectures on ports of call, 
and various on-board activities to enrich your Rhône River experience. Two or three tours are offered at 
each port and you choose one based on your activity level. Some of these tours are on a motorcoach 
and some are walking tours. Sometimes a paid excursion with more elaborate inclusions is offered, and 
you can reserve for these 3 months before sailing.                                                                  

There are five categories of staterooms. Category D 
and E are on the Indigo or lowest deck with small win-
dows and measure 172 square feet. Categories A and B 
on Sapphire deck and Category P on Royal deck meas-
ure 200 square feet and have floor to ceiling windows 
and a sliding door to the French balcony. The dining 
room is between Sapphire and Indigo decks, the Pano-
rama Lounge is between Royal and Sapphire decks, and 
the Club Lounge is at the stern of Royal deck.  
  

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
• Flight from Vancouver to Nice, France 
• Current flight taxes and fuel surcharges 
• Airline luggage fee for 1 suitcase per person 
• 6 nights of accommodation and hotel taxes 
• 4 days coach transportation in France  
• Transfer from Nice Airport to hotel 
• Trolley tour of Monaco 
• Prince’s Palace with Changing of Guard 
• Oceanographic Museum 
• Visit to Monte Carlo Casino 
• Guided tour of Cannes 
• Fragonard Perfumery 
• Transfer from Nice hotel to ship’s dock 
• 7 night cruise on Rhône River from Port St. 

Louis to Chalon-sur-Saone on Poetry II 
• Cruise gratuities 
• Port charges and cruise taxes 
• Guided sightseeing in Arles 
• Roman Amphitheatre in Arles 

• Guided sightseeing in Avignon 
• Palace of the Popes  
• Guided walk in Viviers plus Old Town  
• Viviers Romanesque Cathedral 
• Guided walk in Tournon 
• Guided sightseeing in Lyon 
• Transfer from port to Dijon train station 
• High speed TGV train from Dijon to Paris 
• Locally-guided tour past Paris landmarks 
• Palace of Versailles 
• The Louvre 
• Dinner cruise on the Seine River 
• Transfer from Paris hotel to airport 
• Flight from Paris to Vancouver 
• Knowledgeable Wells Gray tour director 
• Gratuities for French guides and drivers 
• Luggage handling at hotels 
• 30 meals: 13 breakfasts, 6 lunches, 11 dinners 

 

Club Lounge 



TOUR & CRUISE NOTES 
Please book early. Avalon has confirmed a block of staterooms for this tour. Our sales will be reviewed 
in March 2023 and some unsold staterooms may be recalled if the ship is getting full. River cruises are 
extremely popular and most are sold out long before departure, so you should not delay booking.  
It is unlikely that we will be able to secure more staterooms after Avalon recalls our unsold rooms.  
As an additional incentive, Avalon is offering an early booker discount of $1,300 each which is already 
deducted from your fare, but this will end in December 2022, then fares will increase $1,300.   
Documentation: A valid passport is required with sufficient blank pages and must not expire until three 
months after return date. Visas are not currently required for any country we are visiting.                                                                  
Gratuities for cruise staff and European guides and drivers are included.                                                                                                                                                     
Flight seating: We are unable to take requests for window or aisle seating on planes. The airline will not 
accept them, as group seating is assigned as a block. If this is important to you, we suggest you take the 
“No Flight” option with a fare reduction of $1,580 and book your own flight which allows seat selection. 
Currency: The Euro is standard currency. You should have Euros for smaller purchases and gratuities. You 
can order from your bank a few weeks prior. The currency on board the ship is the Euro. Purchases can 
be charged to your ship account and paid at the end of the cruise by credit card.                                                                            
Rooms for singles in the hotels are often a different style or smaller size than twin rooms. Many hotels 
limit the number of single rooms for a group. Please book early if you prefer to travel single.                                                                                                                                                     
Triples are not available on this tour. 

Activity Level 2: Light activity on the ship and moderate activity during most shore excursions 
and pre-cruise and post-cruise tours. Due to the historic nature of some attractions, it may be 

necessary to climb stairs, walk on uneven surfaces such as cobblestone streets, and walk up to a kilometre 
at an easy pace. Choose shore excursions based on your ability. Sometimes the coach cannot drive all 
the way to an attraction. There is an elevator on the ship. There can be longer walks in the airports so 
you should request a cart or wheelchair in advance or at check-in if this could be an issue for you. The 
coaches cannot carry a scooter. If Activity Level 2 could be challenging, you are urged to bring a com-
panion to assist you. The tour director, local guides, and drivers have many responsibilities, so please do 
not expect them, or your fellow travellers, to provide ongoing assistance. Please consider these mobility 
issues prior to booking this tour. If you are not capable of keeping up with the group or require frequent 
assistance, the tour director may stop you from participating in some activities or some days. In extreme 
situations, you may be required to leave the tour and travel home at your own expense; travel insurance 
will probably not cover you. 
 
 
 

  

Dining room on ship 

Ships passing on the Rhône 



TOUR POLICIES 
Payments: A deposit of $1,000 per person is requested at the time of booking and balance is due June 29, 2023. By paying 
the deposit, you agree to the Terms & Conditions, Activity Level and Cancellation Policy outlined. Payments can be made by 
online banking, cheque, Visa or Mastercard ($5,000 limit per person per booking on credit cards).   
Discounts: Early bookers receive $300 discount on first 12 seats and $150 on next 8 seats for booking early with deposit. The 
discount is not offered after June 29, 2023. Avalon offers a discount of $1,300 per person which is already deducted from 
fares quoted; it expires in December 2022 so fares will increase after that. The first 5 singles booked (one in each ship category) 
get the single fare quoted; additional singles are available at a higher rate. 
Cancellation Policy: Up to May 29, 2023, the cancellation charge is $300 per person. From May 30 to June 29, the cancellation 
charge is $400 per person. From June 30 to July 29, the cancellation charge is 40% of the tour fare. From July 30 to August 
29, the cancellation charge is 80% of the tour fare. After August 29, there is no refund. 
Itinerary and Fare Changes:  As the world emerges from the pandemic, many of our suppliers such as hotels, restaurants, 
attractions, and transportation providers are struggling with shortage of staff, inflated costs, and supply line challenges. 
Sometimes we are notified about changes to the itinerary prior to departure and sometimes during the tour. We do our best 
to substitute a similar service if something cancels, but occasionally the only alternative is to provide a refund for the missed 
activity. Please note that if we are forced to cancel a component of an extensive tour due to an issue beyond our con-
trol, the current penalties still apply if you choose to cancel the entire tour. As this tour has been planned 15 months before 
departure, the airfare and flight taxes are estimated based on current rates, so after the flight is booked in December 2022, 
the tour fare may be adjusted accordingly. Fuel surcharges and changes to taxes or other tour costs can occur at any time 
which may also result in a change to the tour fare.  
Food Allergies: You must notify us no later than at final payment if you have a food allergy. As restaurants recover from two 
years of pandemic restrictions, many facing severe labour shortages, we have been informed that food allergies should be 
honoured, but it is impossible to handle everybody’s requests for food preferences. (An allergy causes medical distress, a 
preference does not.) For some allergies, please consider bringing your own snacks or food items so you are not dependent 
on what restaurants are able to serve.  
Travel Insurance: A Comprehensive Insurance policy is available through Wells Gray Tours and coverage is provided by Travel 
Guard. Policies purchased at deposit include a waiver of the pre-existing condition clause, otherwise policies can be purchased 
no later than at final payment. Please contact us for details. 
Home pickups are available within Greater Vancouver for an additional charge of $75 per person round trip. Transfer is to 
and from YVR. Please request no later than at final payment. 
Photo Credits: Wikimedia (ship page 1, Avignon, Cannes, Aqueduct, Versailles, Mona Lisa), Roland Neave (sun deck page 1, 
Monte Carlo, Panorama Lounge, Club Lounge, dining room, ships passing) 
Experience Points: This tour earns 201 e-points. Each time you travel on a Wells Gray tour, you earn Experience Points, or    
e-points. One e-point equals $1. Redeem your points on select tours or accumulate enough points to earn a free tour! Re-
demptions offered until June 29, 2023. 
Consumer Protection BC Licences: Kamloops 178, Vernon 655, Kelowna 588, Penticton 924, Victoria 65842 
 

VICTORIA 
102-736 Broughton St. 
Victoria, BC V8W 1E1 

250-590-7889 
 

 

KAMLOOPS 
(Head Office) 

250 Lansdowne St. 
Kamloops, BC V2C 1X7 

250-374-0831 
 

 

WE PLAN. YOU PACK. NO WORRIES! 
www.wellsgraytours.com                   

1-800-667-9552 
 

 
 

http://www.wellsgraytours.com/

